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A. (Currently amended) A method of obtaining product^rdated information 

regardirite a product, comprising the steps of: 

disposing a first computer of a user on a network, 
connecting an input device to the first computer to provide a user 
interface to th\first computer, wherein the input device can sense both positional data 
..t.m.1 .Vac e ^^-^^ r.^.teA to an optical indicator on . ns.r dis play to indicate 



productT^cfrmdk^indicia containing a product ID, and tU. input d.uce has 
pusitiuiul s t iiJ.ing LaiVililitJ. and tau ^oaii upliual iudic in; 

accessing second computer disposed on the network in response to the 
user sensing the indicia of\he product with the input device; 

performing a^Jookup operation at the second computer to match the 
product ID with routing inforLion of. each of a plurality of vendor servers disposed 
onthenetwork,thevendorserveUavingthcmiiaueproduct.r^ 

product; . 

returning the routingWormation of the vendor servers fi-om the second 

computer to the first computer in ord^^o access the vendor servers; and 

accessing the vendor serVs in accordance with the routing information 
to return the product^related informati^to the first computer for simultaneous 
presentation to the user. 

2. (Currently amended) The method of Wim I, wherein the step of accessing 
thevendorserversincludesresEectiydyaccessing\distr^ 
an advertiser node, and an E-commerce node. 
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\3. (Original) The method of Claim 1 , wherein the input device can sense 
information stored in magnetic medium. 

4.\urrently amended) The method of Claim 1, wherein the step of accessing 
the vendor seWer further comprises the steps of, 

\etuming the product information of the product respectively from an 
advertiser nodeVstributor information of a distributor of the input device from a 
distributor node, aKd E-commerce information from an E-commerce node, and 

fram\gseEMately the distributorinformation, product information,and 

E-commerce informaln in a browser window of the first computer for presentation to 

the user. \ 

5. (Currently Am\jded) The method of Claim 1, wherein in response to 
receivingscannedindiciaanW 

running on the first computeUnverts the received indicia data and generates the 
routing information for transmiLon to the second computer. 

6. (Original) The method okciaim 1 , wherein the routing information includes 
an input device ID and a network adVess of the second computer. 

7. (Original) The method of cLm 1, wherein the user enables reading of the 
indicia, in the step of connecting, by firsWessing one or more buttons on the input 
device. \ 



8. (Currently Amended) The methodV Claim 1, wherein a software interface 
rumiing on the first computer is operable to autLatically detect reading of the product 
indicia by the input device find detect positionalMata. 



AMENDMENT AND RESPONSE 

S/N 09/490,336 

Atty. Dkt. No. PHLY-24,896 



10 



e ^ \ 9. (Original) The method of Claim 1, wherein the input device and a software 
" ( inteVace running on the first computer perform a handshake operation using a unique 

input\ievice ID stored in the input device prior to enabling operation of one or more 

operatirtg modes of the input device. 

lo\(Currently Amended) An architecture for obtaining productdldated 

information tif a product, comprising: 

\ first computer of a user disposed on a network, 
A input device connected to said first computer to provide a user 
5 interface to said computer, wherein said input device can sense both positional data 
,f ....^.x c.,w4 th.t is rela ted to an opti cal indicitor on a user display to indicate 

innut devir. to the ext ernal surface, and optical indicia of the 
productr^ frmiiSpd indicia containing a product ID, and said input device 
having pu.ili u . i al . uisiii^apabilili .. and is u p u abL tu . . aa upti.al indicia ; 

a second coVputer disposed on said network and accessed in response 
to said user sensing said ind\ia of the product with said input device; 

wherein a lool\p operation is performed at said second computer to 
match said product ID with rling information of a each of a plurality of vendor 
serversdisposedonsaidnetwork,)^dvendorservershavingthcuniaueproduct.^ 

15 information of the product; \ 

wherein said routing iVormation of the vendor servers is returned from 
said second computer to said first comW in order to access said vendor servers; 

wherein said vendor servV is accessed in accordance with said routing 
information to return the product:iela4 information to said first computer for 
20 simultaneous presentation to said user. \ 

11. (Currently Amended) The architeVure of Claim 10, wherein eachof said 
pluralitv of vendor servers is operable respectiU to access a distributor node of the 
input device, an advertiser node, and an E-comm\rce node. 
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\ 12. (Original) The arcl,ilectu..ofClaim 10, wherein said mpu. device can 
sens^nformation stored in magnetic medium. 

\ (Currently Amended) The architecmre of Claim 10, wherein sasU said 
vendor ler returns the product r^SBSfli^ information of the product from an 

advertiser Ide. distributor information of a distrihuto, of said input device ftom a 
distributornI,andE-commerceinformationfW,manE.c„mmercenode,and^sa,d 

distributor inlnation, the product information, and sa,d E-commerce ■nfon.at.on 
framed sjt in a browser window of said first computer for presenta.ton to sa,d 

user. \ 

14 (CurrenV Amended) The architecn^re of Claim 10, wherein a software 
interface running onlid first computer converts received indicia data and genetates 
said touting informatii tor transmission to said second computer, in response to 
receiving said scanned ikia apdjasiiiona! data from said input devtce. 

15 (Original) TheVchitectureofClaim 10, wherein said routing information 
mcludes an input device ID L a network address of said second computer. 

16 (Original) Thearch\ctureofaaimlO,whereinsaiduserenablesreading 
of said indicia by first depressingU or more buttons on said input device. 

17 (Currently Amended) \e architecture of Claim 10, wherein a software 
interface tunning on said firs. compu.\is operable to automattcally detect reading of 
said product indtcia by said tnput 6..^,^^i6sm^m<m^- 

18 (Original) nte architecture oftlaim 10, wherein said input device and a 
software interfecerunningonsaidfirstcompYrperformahandshakeoperationustng 
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a uLe input device ID stored in said input device prior to enabling operation of one 
or mV operating modes of said input device. 

\ (Currently Amended) A method for connecting two locations on a network 
ntilizing^Wintingdeviceatthefirstlocationinterconnectedtoauser-scomputeratthe 

first locationKcomprising the steps of: 

Providing both positional and optical scanning capabihties m the 

pointing device; x , m- f 

scaiin8*<^P°'°'™8''='''''™**"'"''""''"""* 
overanencodedoptllcode, encoded with informattonrepresentativeofalocationon 

the network of fte aW""^ location, while operaHng a firs, program on the user 
computerwhichutilizesVpositionalcapabnitiesofU^epointingdeviceoIaalSIMl 

,,rfa,eJhMiM^^ to indicate the relative 

P^ciiinn nf the '"r't -<>vicAto thf internal surface; 

running a secVid program in the user's computer; 

detecting withV second program the scanning of the encoded optical 

connectingthefirs\ocalion.ofachofa pH.ralitvo fthesecondlocations 
over the networkthrou^ a routing locations indicated by the informat^n 

encoded in encoded optical »d«^response to the step of detecting the encoded 

Optical code; and x 

receiving information froV each^f the second locations transmitted 

therefrom to the first location forsmmlA 



20 

a barcode. 



. (Original) The method ofClaim\9, wherein the encoded optical code is 



21. (Original) The method of Claim 19,Yherein the encoded optical code is 
an ISBN code. 
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22. (Original) The method of Claim 19, wherein ,he eneoded optical code is 
an E/^ code. 

23\ (Original) The method of Claim 19. wherein the encoded optical code is 
disposed on^ flat surface. 

24. (Orfenal) The method of Claim 19, wherein the encoded optical code is 
disposed on a proouct. 

25 (OriginaVe method of Claim ,9, wherein the encoded optical code is 
encoded with informatL regarding the product and associated with a product. 

26 (Original) A method of Claim 19, wherein .he step of receiving 
information comprises dispV^ '"^ 
when received therefrom. 

27 (Original) Theme.hVfClaiml''"'^^'^"*"'^''''^"'""'''"*'"*'''' 
„e step of watchtng a web brow\r program which ,s opemble to interface with the 

network. 

28. (Currently Amended) \e method of Claim 19, wherein tite step of 

connecting comprises: . . . 

assembling a packet of dSl|a with die information extracted fi-om the 

encoded optical code contained therein; 

transferring fte assembled p\ket to an mtermediate network location 

remote from the first location; . 

providing at the intermediate Vcation a database having contamed 
therein a plurality of routing addresses on the^twork and corresponding encoded 
optical information; 
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comparing the information disposed in the received packet at the 
intermeVate location with information in the database to determine if there is a atleast 
one corrlbonding routing address disposed therein corresponding with the encoded 

optical infon^ation; 

Va match exists, then returning the matching information in the form of 

the routing addrd^ to the first location; and 

competing the first location to each ofa plurality of the second locations 
in accordance with\he network address information returned thereto from the 
intermediate location. 
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